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Synopsis

The classic novel by William GoldingWith a new Introduction by Stephen King"To me Lord of the
Flies has always represented what novels are for, what makes them indispensable." -Stephen
KingGolding’s classic, startling, and perennially bestselling portrait of human nature remains as
provocative today as when it was first published. This beautiful new edition features French flaps
and rough fronts, making it a must-have for fans of this seminal work.William Golding’s compelling
story about a group of very ordinary small boys marooned on a coral island has become a modern
classic. At first it seems as though it is all going to be great fun; but the fun before long becomes
furious and life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic and death. As ordinary standards of
behaviour collapse, the whole world the boys know collapses with thema "the world of cricket and
homework and adventure storiesa "and another world is revealed beneath, primitive and
terrible.Lord of the Flies remains as provocative today as when it was first published in 1954,
igniting passionate debate with its startling, brutal portrait of human nature. Though critically
acclaimed, it was largely ignored upon its initial publication. Yet soon it became a cult favorite
among both students and literary critics who compared it to J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye
in its influence on modern thought and literature.Labeled a parable, an allegory, a myth, a morality
tale, a parody, a political treatise, even a vision of the apocalypse, Lord of the Flies has established

itself as a true classic.A
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Customer Reviews

With this his first novel, author William Golding wrote a novel that he could never surpass in



greatness. Lord of the Flies is a novel about our human nature. Too often | think, people jump to
quick conclusions about the book and Golding’s stand on human nature. "His stance is too
pessimistic" or "That books really gross." What these people fail to realize is that Golding tried to
paint a picture of human nature as he saw it. He wasn’'t making things up, | don’t think he was
particularly angry, he wrote Lord of the Flies to expose people to the atrocities that he witnessed in
World War 11.0ne of the largest underlying principles in Lord of the Flies is of course, human nature.
William Golding gives the reader three interesting characters to analyze: Jack, Piggy, and Ralph. It's
quite apparent as you read the novel that Golding must have read a little Sigmund Freud before
writing Lord of the Flies. Let’s start with Jack. Jack is the definite Id on the island. He wants to
survive but he also wants to eat meat and have fun. Jack is clearly unable to control these urges
and in turn has a pretty large influence on the other boys on the island. Piggy is the definite
Superego on the island. Piggy is always referring to "well my auntie..." and always finds an excuse
not to do something. Piggy has no intentions of satisfying his id, and in turn influences only Ralph
and Simon. Ralph on the other hand, takes the middle road. He is clearly trying to find a way to
satisfy his id, but he can’t seem to find one. Take what he said in chapter eight for instance:
"...Without the fire we can’t be rescued. I'd like to put on war-paint and be a savage. But we must

keep the fire burning...

Although | have not quite finished Lord of the Flies, | love the book so far. From my observations,
the readers who enjoyed the novel loved the premise and the symbolism. Those who did not really
like the book had problems either with having children as characters and carrying out these acts, or
that it started out too slow. From where | am at in the book, it has been pretty good.In September
19, 1911 British author William Golding was born in Cornwall, UK. Golding went to Oxford University
to study in natural science; he then changed his major to English literature. Golding joined Britain’s
royal navy and fought in World War2. In September of 1954 he published his first, and most
successful book, Lord of the Flies. Golding passed away on June 19, 1993.The idea of these
children stranded on this island and trying to survive is a fascinating plotline. The fact that these kids
create their own little factions is also quite captivating. If this were to happen in real life, the
factioning of the boys would have most likely happened. It would happen because as history can
back up, people always separate themselves based on difference, whether it be due to opinions or
race, people always segregate. The symbolism is this book is heavily implied. Ralph for instance is
the leader, and it is implied that he is the voice of reason. Piggy is the timid follower who is very

logical. Then, you have Jack. Jack is meant to represent the devil. He leads the children away from



Ralph and teaches them to kill and disobey. People who did not enjoy the book missed all of this. All
of this symbolism made the book so much more interesting because it turned a survival story into a
story about human nature and the struggle of good vs. evil.
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